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  DESCRIPTION (provided by applicant): This is application for a Fogarty International Trauma and Injury 
Research Training Program submitted in response to PAR-04-083. The application brings together the 
University of Rochester's Center for the Study and Prevention of Suicide (CSPS) with colleagues from the 
National Mental Health Unit of China CDC, based at the Institute of Mental Health of Peking University, and 
the Beijing Suicide Research and Prevention Centre, based at the Beijing Hui Long Guan Hospital, to form 
the China Collaborative Suicide Research Training Program (CCSRT). Other collaborating institutions include 
the Hong Kong Jockey Club Suicide Research Centre of The  University of Hong Kong (HKU). and the 
Department of Psychiatry of The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK). Suicide is a major public health 
problem in China. It is the fifth leading cause of death overall, and the leading cause of death for individuals 
in the 15-34 year old age range. It has a national rate of approximately 23 deaths per 100,000; during 
1995-1999, approximately 287,000 died by suicide. China, in contrast to the U.S., experiences much higher 
rates of suicide among women, and rates in rural regions and among elders that far exceed those in the 
U.S. and other countries. The reasons for such striking epidemiological contrasts are insufficiently studied. 
Based upon the urgency for better understanding the factors that contribute to suicide in China, and our 
substantial experience derived from our ICOHRTA with HKU and CUHK since 2001, we propose four aims: 
To develop the infrastructure of the CCSRT focusing on public health and population -oriented research and 
prevention efforts; to recruit and train talented individuals to participate in interdisciplinary research; to 
develop and conduct research pertaining to suicide and attempted suicide in China, including research 
related to suicide prevention efforts; and to systematically evaluate the effectiveness of our recruiting, 
training, and research efforts throughout the course of the grant period.    
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  DESCRIPTION (provided by applicant): As a continuation of our previous work in injury prevention 
research at the Charles McC Mathias, Jr. National Study Center for Trauma and Emergency Medical Services 
and in trauma resuscitation at R Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center, along with our 25-year history of 
successful collaborative, transdisciplinary projects in Egypt with the Division of International Health in the 
Department of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine, our goals for this work will fall into four areas. First, 
we will teach basic and advanced epidemiological skills to epidemiologists and other public health 
professionals to strengthen sustainable human trauma and injury research within Egypt; second, we will 
develop and expand in-country capacity and expertise for prehospital and emergency preparedness; third, 
we will train a cadre of traumatologists and emergency physicians in the use of the most sophisticated, 
currently available methodologies in trauma resuscitation, resuscitation research and how to gather data 
about resuscitation; and fourth, we will collaborate with hematologists in the continuing development of 
blood banking and transfusion medicine. The combination of our ongoing efforts and teaching experience 
will allow us to help the Egyptian Ministry of Health and Population and other Egyptian health professionals 
increase their knowledge and understanding of human trauma and injury prevention and apply this 
knowledge in public health practice to decrease the significant morbidity and mortality caused by injuries. 
Our specific aims are: 1) to develop in-country educational programs to teach sustainable injury prevention 
skills that build capacity to research human trauma and injury prevention, 2) to create the Program for 
International Emergency Research Center in Egypt, whose mission will be to study the causes, dynamics, 
treatments, and outcomes of traumatic injury and to apply this knowledge to decrease the burden of 
injuries, and 3) to provide mentored training opportunities for Egyptian Health Professionals. Considering 
the depth of expertise available at the University of Maryland, we have an ideal environment to collaborate 
on these educational efforts. The combination of University of Maryland, Baltimore's internationally 
recognized injury prevention research and trauma resuscitation practices in conjunction with our close 
working relationship with Egyptian health professionals provides an outstanding framework for the 
development of an injury prevention and response training program. The proposed collaboration will provide 
the setting for training to conduct high quality research on trauma, injury, and blood banking, research that 
is essential if Egypt is  to develop the expertise to reduce the devastating impact caused by thousands of 
annual traumatic injuries and deaths.    
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  DESCRIPTION (provided by applicant): Injuries are one of the leading causes of global death and 
disability, especially in developing countries. The development of a sustainable research capacity within 
developing countries that will foster high quality and locally relevant research is a critical element of an 
optimal response to this high burden. The Johns Hopkins University (JHU) is pleased to collaborate with the 
Aga Khan University (AKU) in the development of an International Collaborative Trauma and Injury 
Research Training Program (ICTIRT) that will develop this capacity for AKU and the country of Pakistan. The 
long range vision of the ICTIRT we are proposing is to establish an Institute for Injury and Trauma 
Research and Training at AKU that can serve not only Pakistan but other parts of South Asia as well. This 
proposal has five specific aims: 1) to develop a strategic plan for establishing an Institute for Injury and 
Trauma Research and Training at AKU; 2) to train a small nucleus of experts in injury and trauma research; 
3) to train a critical mass of scientists, health professionals and academics in the principles of injury 
prevention and control; 4) to raise awareness among health and other professionals in Pakistan about the 
importance of injury and trauma research; and 5) to foster collaboration among injury and trauma 
researchers within Pakistan and establish linkages with the international injury research community. The 
JHU-AKU ICTIRT we propose here consists of both long and short-term training options. Long-term training 
will be offered to at least six individuals over the course of the 5-year project period leading to a Master of 
Public Health degree from JHU and the completion of a publishable research study. Short-term training 
options - which will take place in Pakistan - include: (i) introductory workshops in the principles of injury 
prevention and control; (ii) advanced workshops to provide in depth, targeted injury research training; (iii) 
on-line courses in topics relevant to the study of injury and trauma research; (iv) an annual research 
symposium and (v) a series of bi-monthly seminars organized by AKU. Underlying the proposed training 
program is an existing and strong collaboration between the JHU and AKU. The collaboration brings 
together strengths in public health, injury prevention and EMS/trauma services and outcomes research at 
JHU with the need for training and capacity development at AKU to develop an inter-disciplinary training 
program in the field of injury and trauma research.    
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  DESCRIPTION (provided by applicant): The parent grant for this proposal is the CDC core grant for the 
Harborview Injury Prevention and Research Center at the University of Washington (UW). The broad goal of 
this proposal is to develop a model program to strengthen training and research capacity for injury control 
in Ghana. The program will educate a cadre of outstanding scientists in cutting edge research methods and 
training techniques. This will facilitate the development of successful and sustainable research and training 
activities across the spectrum of injury control, including surveillance, prevention, arid treatment. The 
specific aims are:  1. Provide training in the form of 3 short courses in-country and short, intermediate, and 
long-term  degree training at UW for 12 highly-qualified Ghanaian scientists and professionals on methods 
for  high-quality injury research and implementation of effective injury control programs.  2. Support the 
development of rigorous research on high priority injury problems, the findings of which  will be 
instrumental in strengthening the policies and practice of injury control in Ghana.  3. Assist Ghanaian 
scientists and professionals to become capable, productive, and respected  participants in international 
injury research and to develop research structures and training programs  to further the goals of reducing 
injury morbidity and mortality in Ghana and elsewhere in Africa. All training will address ethics and 
responsible conduct of research. Training and research activities will develop capabilities across the 
spectrum of injury control: surveillance, prevention, and treatment, including prehospital and hospital care. 
The rationale for this broad approach is that injury control  activities are interrelated and most effective 
when an integrated, inter-disciplinary approach is applied.  Most low and middle-income countries, including 
Ghana, need strengthening of their expertise across  this spectrum. Improvements in various categories will 
be synergistic. This program will build upon a  decade long collaboration on injury research between the 
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and  Technology in Kumai, Ghana and UW. This collaboration has 
generated many scientific publications  which have influenced policy in Ghana and which have been at the 
forefront of injury control in Africa.    
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  DESCRIPTION (provided by applicant):  This project will establish an International Collaborative Trauma 
and Injury Research Training (ICTIRT) program between the University of Iowa (Ul) and the Stampar 
School of Public Health in Zagreb, Croatia that will build the capacity of investigators to conduct human 
trauma and injury research relevant to the health needs of Croatia and surrounding countries in the 
Central/Eastern European region. Croatia has higher injury mortality rates than most European countries, 
and has unique risk factors related to war and landmine injuries. Our aims are to: 1) train scientists to 
conduct injury prevention research, 2) develop and strengthen the Stampar School of Public Health as a 
center of excellence in injury control research, 3) facilitate the transition of trainees to positions of 
responsibility and influence in the region, and 4) develop infrastructure to translate injury research into 
public health practise. This effort builds on three areas of strength: 1) Ul has maintained an active Fogerty 
training program in Occupational Health in Eastern Europe since 1995; 2) Ul has a leading CDC-funded 
Injury Prevention and Control Research Center, established in 1990, and 3) advances in the use of cutting 
edge teaching technology, such as real-time audio and visual with the use of Polycom, will be used to 
maximize communication and use resources efficiently. Training will be focused on mid-career professionals 
who will have opportunities for long-term, short-term, and degree-focused training. Long-term trainees will 
begin the program with 6 months of distance education and communication with an established mentor, 
followed by five months of training in the US. Training in the US will include a curriculum of injury 
prevention courses, ethical conduct of research, and tailored electives. While in the US, trainees will work 
with a mentor to get research experience and develop a research plan and proposal. Upon returning to the 
country, trainees will undertake a planned research activity and conduct a distance-learning symposium to 
share their findings. Trainees will also be eligible for return US short-term training and degree programs.    
 

 

 



  
 

Grant: 1D43TW007262-01          

Principal Investigator: WRIGHT, DAVID W. 

dwwrigh@emory.edu 

MD  

Title: International Training in Injury Control Research 

Institution: EMORY UNIVERSITY  ATLANTA, GA 

Project Period: 2005/06/01-2010/05/31 
 
 

 

  DESCRIPTION (provided by applicant): This application seeks to establish a training program in trauma 
care and injury control research in the Republic of Mozambique. It is built on a preexisting partnership 
between a US University (Emory University) and a Mozambican University (University Eduardo Mondlane or 
UEM). Mozambique is a southern African nation with a significant healthcare burden related to injury, and 
with minimal current clinical or research infrastructure to strengthen the care of injured patients. Three 
stages of training are described in this application: formal academic training, bridge fellowships in the U.S., 
and subsequent in-country research. The formal academic training is based on the core MPH curriculum 
currently taught at UEM, supplemented with focused courses in Trauma Care, Violence and Injury 
Prevention, and a distance education course in Epidemiology. In addition, the University of South Africa 
(UNISA), Institute for Social and Health Sciences, has agreed to serve as a regional resource for trainees, 
offering additional focused injury coursework on an elective basis. The Bridge Fellowships at Emory will 
function as "mini-sabbaticals" to nurture research protocols and provide training in the ethical, legal and 
social implications of research. Finally, trainees will return to Mozambique to undertake in-country research 
supported by small startup grants to help trainees launch their first project with ongoing mentorship. Close 
follow-up and collaboration will be provided during all three phases, and on an ongoing basis. While some 
trainees will undertake all 3 phases of the training, others may require only select phases (perhaps spending 
more time at UNISA in supplemental courses, or spending more time on in-country research). Evidence of 
strong in-country support is presented. This plan has several advantages: it is highly cost-effective, it relies 
on the strengths of two WHO collaborating centres for injury control (Emory and UNISA), it uses a regional 
or "south to south" training approach, in-country supplemental training will reach others beyond our core 
trainees, it signals Emory's intent to Mozambique to be a long-term partner in building the nation's capacity 
to conduct high quality research in trauma care and injury control, and it lays the foundation for a regional 
collaborative that could ultimately lead to expansion of this trauma and injury control research beyond 
Mozambique to include other nations in Southern and East Africa.    
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  DESCRIPTION (provided by applicant): The UCLA/South African Trauma Research Training (Phodiso) 
Program seeks five years of funding to prepare future investigators to conduct research in trauma and injury 
prevention as a result of personal, interpersonal and community level violence and intentional injuries. The 
focus of their research will be to minimize health and mental health effects, specifically depression and post 
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) in South Africa. The Phodiso program is an international collaboration 
between UCLA and the University of the North. The UCLA team will also collaborate with Columbia 
University and the University of Michigan. In South Africa, the University of the North will collaborate with 
universities, research organizations, traditional healers, and others. The Phodiso training program is based 
on a Cooperative Agreement supported by the National Institute of Mental Health (2001-2006), a 
randomized clinical trial testing a culturally congruent intervention for HTV serodiscordant African American 
couples. Ecological theory (Bronfenbrenner, 1979), and Social Learning Theory (Bandura, 1977) will provide 
the conceptual foundation for training. We propose to develop a multidisciplinary training program for 
research in trauma, injury and the effects on health and mental health. Eight Fellows, two per year, will be 
trained to conduct research that addresses the biological, social and psychological factors related to trauma, 
injury, and the effects on health and mental health. A countrywide application process will be implemented 
to select Post-Doctoral and early career research candidates by the UCLA and South African Core Faculty. 
Fellows, will receive research mentoring, long-term (3 month) U.S. study and short-term trauma workshops 
in South Africa. They will also conduct their own research projects in South Africa as a basis for future 
studies in this field. They receive a Post-Doctoral certificate in trauma and injury prevention research. The 
training program and the research of the Phodiso Fellows will be evaluated. Fellows will be tracked over the 
course of the grant to document their ability to publish and to obtain funding for other research. The 
sustainability of the training program and integration into academic, private and government supported 
agencies will be assessed. Fellows will be asked to present their research to newly enrolled Fellows and 
other health professionals. The Phodiso program will also be presented to South African government officials 
so that the successful on-going training of researchers can be implemented in  universities and research 
centers across the country.    
 

 

 


